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Russian relates tale of intrigue, arrest and flight -- and it's
true

Times-Standard

Dave Rosso / The Times-Standard

Alex Konanykhin avoided Russian communism indoctrination as a college
student, embraced evolving Russian capitalism, became a self-made millionaire
by his early 20s and helped Boris Yeltsin get elected, only to be hounded by an
alphabet soup of the strangest bedfellows -- from the USA and USSR, the FBI,
CIA, KGB, DHS, DOJ, INS -- a result of the Clinton administration cooperating
with the Russian Mafia.

His arrests and escapes from both the feared Russian KGB and the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service would rival Houdini. He fled to the
United States and started over, rebuilding his business to the point he could
live in the Watergate complex, only to have it all come crashing down on top of
him again.

Born in the former Soviet Union in 1966, by 1992, in his own words, he
“controlled a banking and brokerage empire from my 16-story headquarters in
the heart of Moscow. | lived in a luxurious compound that was the former state
residence of President Gorbachev. | was 25 years old and married to the most
beautiful girl in the world.”

He was written about in The Washington Post, Legal Times and Financial News
and his story was reported on CNN and he was interviewed on CBS' “60
Minutes.”
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Now, he has told his own story in his own words in his book to be published
Sept. 4, “Defiance. How to Succeed in Business While Being Targeted by the
FBI, the KGB, the Department of Homeland Security, the INS and the Mafia Hit
Men.” (Renaissance Publishing, 2006, hardcover 258 pages, ISBN: 0-9727377-
0-7).

In his book, Konanykhin gave a brief summary of what his life had been like on
the run:

”At 25, | could have died when the KGB kidnapped me in Budapest. | wriggled
out of that one by the skin of me teeth.

”At 27, the KGB took out a contract on me, but the FBI tipped me off, saving
my life.

”At 29, the U.S. tried to hand me over to the KGB in a dirty political deal. But
the American courts intervened.”

He also describes how he almost saved all those agencies a lot of trouble when
he tried to propose to his
girlfriend -- and future wife,

Advertisement Elena.

His book is a fast read, full
of intrigue and insight into
corruption within both
Russia and the United
States, how people on both
continents lied to get their
way, how the media and
courts first wrote and ruled
against him, only to reverse
their sentiments when he
was able to present his
case.

According to Financial
News: “Konanykhin had to
re-build his business from
scratch. It wasn't long
before he proved himself as successful in New York as he had been in Moscow.
Konanykhin's Internet business (see www.KMGIl.com) is considered an industry
leader and his accomplishments in the United States have even earned him the
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title of 2004 New York Businessman of the Year. More details of his personal
story can be found at www.Konanykhin.com.”

Konanykhin started writing his book on Dec. 31, 2003, while he was
incarcerated in the United States.

From his book: “For a person who never committed a crime, | thought as they
booked me at the Patterson County Jail, I've seen a helluva lot of jails. And
how truly bizarre that the KGB has repeatedly managed to jail me here, in the
land of the free.”

Konanykhin, now the CEO of the high-tech KMGI located in New York, says the
U.S. government is still trying to deport him -- 14 years after he arrived in this
country. In his epilogue, he states that he and Elena “have once again
successfully rebuilt our businesses and our lives for what we sincerely hope will
be the final time.”

Dave Rosso is the city editor of the Times-Standard. E-mail him at
drosso@times-standard.com
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